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The sun shone down on West
Shore Beach Club as Orillia
Mayor Michael Burkett wel-

comed the new residents of the com-
munity at an official ribbon cutting
for two new model homes held last
month. Surrounded by the partners
in the project, the mayor thanked
them for building such a beautiful
addition to the Township of Severn
and investing in the community.
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what’s happening

Heritage houses moved
from site of new Rain condo

Awhile back, BILD commis-
sioned the Altus Group to
research a report to show just

how much government fees and
charges influence the cost of a new
home in the GTA.

The study was finally released this
week and showed that on average,
one-fifth of that cost can be attrib-
uted to variety of fees and charges
collected by municipal, provincial
and federal governments.

These include development
charges, planning and building per-
mit fees, parkland dedication, prop-
erty and land transfer taxes, mort-
gage insurance, HST and more.

For a single-detached home in the
GTA, average government charges
amount to roughly 23 per cent, which
adds up to about $118,400 per home.
That’s a considerable amount, partic-
ularly for first-time buyers and new
Canadians — those who are most
affected by the increased prices in
the region’s new homes market, par-
ticularly in the low-rise sector.

For a new high-rise condomin-
ium, these charges can add up to
more than $64,000 — just below 20
per cent of the total cost. It’s worth
pointing out that since 2005, the
average selling price for a high-rise
home has increased by 61 per cent.

Each municipality has its own set
of rates when it comes to charges
and fees, many of which are in the
process of increasing them in order
to pay for new critical infrastructure
like roads, bridges, sewers and pub-
lic services — something that will be
used by all residents, not just new
home buyers.

In fact, new home buyers are

already doing their fair share. It is
estimated that in 2012 alone, the
industry, new homebuyers and busi-
nesses contributed more than $1
billion toward the construction of
growth-related infrastructure like
sewers, roads and transit in the GTA
through development charges paid
to municipalities.

D e v e l o p m e n t c h a r g e s c u r-
rently make up the largest portion
of government-imposed fees on
new homes, and since 2004 have
increased between 143 per cent and
357 per cent across the GTA.

I understand that the cost of hous-
ing is also driven by a range of eco-
nomic and market factors outside
of the scope of this study, but it’s
important to understand the impact
that these increases in government
charges have had on the growing
cost of owning a new home in the
GTA.

The issue of home affordability
poses a significant challenge for new
homebuyers in the GTA, with both
the low-rise and high-rise sectors
experiencing record-high prices in
recent months.

Meanwhile, our industry is tasked
with building safe, affordable, com-
plete communities for more than
100,000 new residents and 50,000
jobs that choose to make the GTA
home year after year.

It’s time for new home buyers to
know exactly what they’re paying
for.

— Bryan Tuckey is president and
CEO of the Building Industry &
Land Development Association

(BILD).

Empire Communities not only
builds houses, now they move
them.

With Rain Condos currently under
construction, it became necessary
to move the two heritage houses —
The Smith Houses — that sit on the
building site to a safer place.

Empire has committed to pre-
serving these two heritage homes
which are said to be the only two
surviving homes in the area built
using remnants of shale taken from
Lake Ontario.

Located at 531 and 533 Kerr
Street, the first home was built by
first generation Scottish immigrants,
The Smiths, in 1911 to look like their
parents’ 200 year-old home in Aber-
deen, Scotland. The second home
was constructed in the 1930s.

Located in the heart of Oakville on
the northeast corner of Kerr Street
and Speers Road, Rain Condos is an
elegant two-tower, master-planned
community that will become the
northern gateway to the vibrant and
revitalized Kerr Village.

A five-storey podium will connect
the north and south towers, which
will rise 19 and 21 storeys, respec-
tively.

Available suites range from just
under 400 sq. ft. studios, up to
1,030 sq. ft. two-bedroom plus den
designs that come complete with
wraparound balconies.

Rain Condos is situated within
easy walking distance to Oakville’s
downtown core and the quaint
waterfront Village of Bronte,

Amenities at Rain Condos epit-
omize the benefits of a carefree
lifestyle residents enjoy with con-
dominium living and include a
24-hour concierge, indoor pool and
relaxing whirlpool and cold water
plunge, exercise room and a yoga
and pilates studio.

Residents at Rain Condos will

enjoy entertaining their guests in
the beautiful party room in rich
wood tones highlighted by a sooth-
ing linear fireplace. There is a full
kitchen and private dining area,
and a landscaped 6,000 square foot
rooftop terrace complete with pri-
vacy cabanas, a barbecue and seat-
ing areas.

Prices at Rain Condos start from
the mid-$259,000s. For more infor-
mation, visit www.rainconodos.
com
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Located at 531 and 533 Kerr Street, the first home to be moved from the
Rain condo site was built by first generation Scottish immigrants,

(L-R) Sal Ruscica, Luciano Frutti, Mayor Michael Burkett, Phil Calvano,
Brian Ellis and Frank Reiss.

West Shore Beach Club unveils
model homes




